Drugs Policy


BALLYCASTLE  HIGH  SCHOOL

DRUGS POLICY

RATIONALE

Children are being exposed to drugs and messages about drugs at a very early age.

Research shows that some primary school children have already tried substances such as alcohol, cigarettes and solvents.  Research also shows that the age at which young people are being offered drugs is getting younger. Drugs are becoming cheaper and therefore more accessible to children.

ETHOS

The drugs policy is in line with the caring ethos of our school and at all times everything in our power will be done to protect our young people from the harm associated with the use and misuse of drugs.

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY DRUGS?

The term ‘drugs’ includes any substance which when taken has the effect of altering the way the body works or the way a person behaves, feels, sees or thinks.  As well as everyday substances such as tea and coffee drugs include:

· alcohol and tobacco

· over the counter medicines such as paracetamol

· prescribed drugs such as antibiotics, tranquillisers and inhalers

· volatile substances such as correcting fluids, thinners,  gas lighter fuel, aerosols,  glues and petrol.

· controlled drugs such as cannabis, LSD, ecstasy, amphetamine sulphate (speed), magic mushrooms (processed), heroin and cocaine.

· other substances such as amyl/ butyl nitrate (poppers) and unprocessed magic mushrooms.

DRUG MISUSE

The term ‘misuse’ is where any of the above substances are in a pupil’s possession or are being used by a pupil.

We have a medication policy in place which deals with the use of prescribed drugs (see appendix 1).  A copy of this has been sent to every parent.  The policy states that pupils may bring medication into school if a medication consent form is completed by the parent and the clearly marked medication is handed to the school nurse at the beginning of the day.  Staff should not administer any medication without parental authorisation.

Chemicals, cleaning materials and other substances containing solvents will be kept in locked stores at all times.

THE AIM OF OUR DRUGS POLICY

To provide a framework for drugs education in school in order to:

1. Develop an effective drug education programme.

2. Create procedures to deal with drug related incidents.

1.  DEVELOPING A DRUGS EDUCATION PROGRAMME.

We aim to enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices by

(a) Helping pupils to promote positive attitudes towards personal health.

(b) Providing opportunities for pupils to be equipped with the attitudes and decision making skills needed to avoid misuse of drugs.

(c) Helping pupils understand how they can influence their peers.

(d) Enabling pupils who are misusing drugs or who have concerns about the misuse of drugs to seek help.

(e) To provide staff with appropriate information and training to allow them to handle drugs education and related issues and incidents.

(f) Providing parents with appropriate information.

(g) Encouraging partnership between parents and school.

Through our drugs education programme pupils should be able to:

(a) 
Understand what is meant by a ‘drug’ and the definition of ‘addiction’

(b)  
Understand how some drugs affect the body.

(c)  
Be aware of the benefits of a healthy lifestyle.

(d)  
Develop the ability to make informed choices.

(e) 
Develop self discipline and coping strategies to deal with peer 
pressure.

(f)    Recognise potential drug exploitation and how to take avoiding action.

(g) 
Be aware of the current drug culture and the effect of advertising 
campaigns.

THE DELIVERY AND ORGANISATION OF THE DRUGS EDUCATION PROGRAMME

The above issues are addressed in the school’s Learning for Life programme which pupils follow from year eight to twelve.  Each class has one double period of Learning for Life per week.  Drug education is also part of the programme of study in Science and R.E, with the opportunities available for considering drug related issues in English, Home Economics and Physical Education.

The main resources used for the delivery of the drugs education programme are:

· Text books

· Handouts

· Videos

· Leaflets from various organisations

· Materials obtained by drugs co-ordinator at various courses.

· Outside agencies (P.S.N.I.  ,  Jackie Burke,   Board Advisors)

THE ROLE OF THE DRUGS EDUCATION CO-ORDINATOR

Mrs Kerr is the member of staff responsible for co-ordinating all issues relating to the drugs education programme within the school.

This role includes:

-
Developing a programme of study.

-
Ensuring it is taught effectively.

-
Liaising with all staff on curriculum drug education matters.

-
Organising training for staff as appropriate.

- 
Monitoring and reviewing the Drugs Education Programme on a regular 
basis.  Annual review meetings will take place at the end of the year to 
evaluate and improve the programme if necessary.

Mrs Kerr is also the designated teacher for drug related incidents.

This role includes:

-
Implementing procedures as outlined in this policy for dealing with an 
incident.

- 
Receiving any substance found in school.

- 
Liaising with the principal on any drug related incident.

- 
Regularly updating staff on the policy and procedures for dealing with a 
drug related incident.

- 
Liaison with outside agencies in relation to drug related incidents.

- 
Reviewing and updating the school drugs policy, when required.

PROCEDURES TO DEAL WITH DRUG RELATED INCIDENTS

A drug related incident is described as:

· Suspect drugs found on the school premises.

· A pupil suspected of being in possession of drugs.

· A pupil found to be in possession of drugs.

· A pupil is suspected to be under the influence of drugs

The school policy on searching pupils is:

A search of a pupil’s personal belongings, including schoolbag, coat or other items will only be carried out with the pupil’s consent.  Such a search will only be carried out by The Principal, his deputy or the designated teacher and will be made in the presence of the pupil and another adult witness.

When a pupil is suspected of concealing controlled drugs on his/her person or in their personal belongings every effort will be made to secure the voluntary production of these substances, by asking them to turn out their pockets or schoolbags. 

If the pupil refuses, the parents/guardians and police will be contacted.

A MEMBER OF STAFF SHOULD NEVER CARRY OUT A PHYSICAL SEARCH OF A PUPIL.

If a substance or object is recovered which may be linked to the allegation this will be taken possession of and a full record made.

FOLLOWING A DRUGS RELATED INCIDENT:

The Media
Only the Principal or his authorised deputy may make a statement to the press or any other media.  The statement will be short, factual and positive.

Parents and pupils

There will usually be a statement in school, through a full assembly.  In some cases it may be appropriate to provide information to all parents – at the principal’s discretion.

The Board of Governors.

Where the presence of any controlled or illegal substance is confirmed, the chairman of the Board of Governors will be informed without delay and the full board will be informed in due course.  A member of the Board of Governors will be trained in drug abuse.
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APPENDIX 2
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